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For Immediate Release

THE GREAT CANADIAN MINE SHOW:

EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITIES

Come and experience the Great Canadian Mine Show!  It’s a travelling road show developed to teach Canadians about how earth sciences and mining really work and about the significance of mining in our everyday lives.  The tour will visit the Northwest Territories from April 5 to April 18, 2001

Visitors to the Mine Show will see how mining has contributed to the history, culture and economy of Canada in general and the Northwest Territories in particular.  Products that Canadians rely on and use everyday will be used as examples to demonstrate the importance of mining in our daily lives. 

The exhibit will entertain and inform utilising a mobile, hydraulically expanding trailer (53’ x 23’), cutting-edge interactive simulators, digital animation, computer gaming, educational multimedia, live action and audio – a sort of “Disneyworld Meets Mining”.

The Mine Show begins as visitors don hard hats and enter a mine cage.  After “descending” deep into the earth, they emerge in an underground chamber where they experience an object theatre presentation called “If It’s Not Grown, It’s Mined!”.  Following the presentation, which includes background material specific to mining in the Northwest Territories, visitors pass into the main arcade.

Within six distinct modules, visitors will interact with and experience the sights and sounds of mining phases - Exploration, Mine Development, Extraction, Processing, Mine Closure and Rehabilitation – with each module pairing a different digital technology with an actual mining-related activity from across Canada.  

The centrepiece of the Mine Show is the Exploration module, where visitors play geologist and “pilot” a helicopter simulator over the tundra of the Northwest Territories exploring for kimberlite pipes and diamonds.  The display uses a 53” digital display, an interactive touch screen and a joystick to allow visitors to experience the steps and tools that geologists use to find mineral treasures hidden beneath the earth.  This Exploration module will provide a national profile for Canada’s newest mining success story, Diamonds, and showcase the rugged beauty of the Northwest Territories.

In other modules, visitors take on the role of a CEO and help develop a new mine in Alberta; operate a drill jumbo simulator in an underground mine;  “become” zinc ore as it is drawn through a B.C. refinery and smelter to become a pure ingot; or watch the transformation of the Sudbury region from a grey and scarred landscape to a vibrant forested habitat.

Written to a Grade 6 level, The Great Canadian Mine Show is for everyone.  The exhibit can accommodate up to 60 people per hour and is fully bilingual in English and French.  Admission is free.

Weather permitting, the Mine Show will visit the following communities:  Fort Liard on April  and 5, Fort Simpson on April 6 and 7, Rae/Edzo on April 9 and 10, Yellowknife from April 11 to 14, and Hay River from April 16 to 18.

The Great Canadian Mine Show is a not-for-profit educational program supported by federal, provincial and territorial governments, charitable foundations, and stakeholders in the Canadian mining industry including mining and exploration companies, equipment manufacturers, financial institutions, geological and environmental consulting firms, and the United Steelworkers of Canada.  In the Northwest Territories, Mine Show sponsors include the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, BHP Diamonds, the Government of the NWT Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development, the NWT and Nunavut Chamber of Mines, Tahera Corporation and Great Slave Helicopters.

The Mine Show is a project of the Elliot Lake Centre of Elliot Lake, Ontario, founded in 1965 by Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson.
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NWT & Nunavut Chamber of Mines
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P.O. Box 2818


The Great Canadian Mine Show

Tel:  867-873-5281


Tel:  416-364-6244



Fax:  867-920-2145


Email:  mineshow@hotmail.com

Email:  nwtmines@ssimicro.com








Website:  www.miningnorth.com

