TLICHO, PANDS

Yellogwkn:fe
"

commentary

e
3

& salmita airstrip

image courtesy of Google Maps

The Salmita airstrip, about 250 kilometres northeast of Yellowknife, was first constructed to service a
now-closed gold mine. The federal government has quietly decided to dismantle a significant portion of the
5,000-footrunway,a movethatconcerns Gary Vivian, presidentofthe NWT & Nunavut Chamberof Mines.

Plundered airstrip
comes as a shock

Inaterritory thatsuffersfromthe largestinfrastructure
deficitin the country, the move by the federal governmentto
plunder the Salmitaairstrip comesasashock.

Southern Canada and other developed jurisdictions have
benefited from continuous development of infra-

smaller aircraft can ferry essential goods and supplies further
afield into even more remote and rugged regions. It also pro-
videsa landing strip foremergencies.

Ithas beenshockingto learnthat Indianand Northern
Affairs Canadaisin process of removingsignifi-

structure over their history, and itisthe cumulative
effectsof thisinfrastructure that hasserved Can-
ada'seconomic growthsince the railway was built
across Canadainthe 1800s.

Incontrast, the NWT and Nunavut suffer the
largestinfrastructure deficitin Canada, witha
dearth of roads, ports, airports and power grids. It's
this deficit that contributes to the higher cost of liv-
ingand doing business here in the North.

That'swhyaddressing highcostswith infra-

cant portions of the airstrip, and are ona path to
reduce its length to a mere 3,500 feet. This will pre-
ventuse by larger, more cost-efficientaircraftand,
withaccess nowrelegatedtosmalleraircraft, will
increase the landed cost of freight and thus explora-
tion costs in this mineral rich area of the North.

The damage to the existing airstrip carries other
consequences. The NWT government is working to
advance an all-weather road through the Slave Geo-
logical Province.

structure investmenthas risentobecomeapriority GUEST Thestrategic locationof the Salmitaairstrip
ofallgovernmentsin Canada, and especially the . —within astone's throw of that proposed road
North. Columnist | alignment—makesthe stripacritical piece of infra-

Thusitcomes with great surprise to learn that
the federal government—withoutany consultation
—made the decisionto dismantle a significant por-
tionofanairstrip located in the mineral richarea

of Mines

GaryVivianis president of .. L . .
the NWT &NunavutChamber | t0assist inbringing insuppliesand equipmentas

structure forthe construction phases onthat road

needed, and adding to safety as well.

around Courageous Lake, about 250 kilometres
northeast of Yellowknife. The Salmitaairstrip wasfirst con-
structed to service anow-closed gold mine. Ithas continued to
beanimportantstaging pointto supportexplorationand pro-
jectdevelopmentinthe northeast NWT and western Nunavut.
At5,000feet long, the Salmitaairstrip matchedthe length
so commonly builtacrossthe Northto allow efficientand safe
use by large transport aircraft like the Hercules or Boeing 737.
Salmitahas becomean essential link inan exploration sup-
ply chain intothe NWT and Nunavut's hinterland, with com-
panies able totransport freight to the airstrip by aircraft year
round, or by truck over our seasonal ice road. From Salmita,

In addition, the removal of a prime piece of
infrastructure reduces the value of mineral proper-
ties in the surrounding area, as their logistical costs will now
be higher.

Atatime whenthe North is trying to build its own eco-
nomic future, infrastructure investment is critical.

Having one directorate within government removing critical
infrastructure when others within the same government are
acknowledging the importance of new infrastructure invest-
ment is nonsensical.

This policy and practice of erasing the positive advances we
have made needs tostop. Thistype of poor decision-making
will affectinvestmentinthe NWT and Nunavut.
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