NEWS RELEASE
Minerals industry will participate in creation of new NWT Mineral Resgurces Act

(Yellowknife, NT — February 13, 2019) Bill 34, the Mineral Resources Act (MRA) for the Northwest
Territories (NWT) received second reading in the NWT Legislative Assembly yesterday‘and will'new proceed
to public consultation. This is a critically important bill for the future of the NWT’s minerals industry.

The NWT & Nunavut Chamber of Mines will participate in the public consultations on Bill 34, representing
the interests and needs of:

- Northern residents and businesses who want to ensure the MRA lays a strong foundation for the
minerals industry and the important benefits it creates for the NWT;

- Companies and individuals who are already working under the current mining regulations, and
need their investments respected by the MRA; and

- New investors the NWT needs to attract in order to sustain and grow its minerals industry.

Today, more than ever before, actions are needed to foster the NWT’s minerals industry. Our diamond
mines continue to create significant benefits, with nearly 60,000 person years of jobs created to date,
$20 billion in expenditures, and billions of dollars in taxes and royalties to public and Indigenous
governments. Our modern mines have provided unprecedented benefits to more communities, more
businesses, and more Indigenous residents than ever in our history.

For a variety of reasons, these benefits are at risk (see also Attachments).

- Our mines are maturing and their ability to maintain strong benefits is slowing. Mine closures will
reduce northern jobs, business, taxes, and the NWT economy overall.

- Mineral exploration investment is needed to make new mines, which provides a renewable
minerals industry. However, exploration investment is currently unhealthy, and for the twelfth year
in a row, remains the lowest of all three territories.

- More land than ever in our history has been closed to exploration, and without access to land and
healthy investment, exploration cannot occur, and new mines cannot be found.

“It is critically important that the Mineral Resources Act is designed to help keep investment strong,” said
Gary Vivian, President of the Chamber. “We urge the Standing Committee, and those that appear before it,
to insist that this legislation be crafted to make the NWT a more attractive jurisdiction for responsible,
sustainable and beneficial exploration and mining investment. If it does not do that, we will have damaged
the very foundation that supports the minerals industry and the continued strong mining benefits it
generates for the territory. We northerners have much at stake in getting this right.”

The Chamber encourages the public to read the very helpful GNWT information packages prepared by the
GNWT to help understand what the Mineral Resources Act is meant to accomplish and the basics of how
that could look in practice, and the reasons why these policies were chosen. The online series is available
here: Understanding the Proposed Mineral Resources Act.

For more information on the NWT and Nunavut mining industries, please visit the website at
www.miningnorth.com or contact Tom Hoefer, Executive Director at Tel: 867-873-5281 or email:
executivedirector@miningnorth.com.
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ATTACHMENTS

NWT, Nunavut and Yukon Mining Production
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Natural Rescurces Cansda - March 2018

NWT Mineral Production is significant and contributes to jobs, business, taxes and royalty revenues.

Exploration & Deposit Appraisal Expenditures
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Natural Resources Canada — October 2018

NWT Mineral exploration remains unhealthy and lags behind the other two territories,
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Northwest Territories Mineral Tenure Heat Map -
(January 1 - December 31, 2018)
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Claims Received from January 1 - December 31, 2018

A & of Claims: | 268 \'-\
Tatal Hectares: | 184 585,18
'V}.’\ 2 Claims from January 1- 31, 3018 -
j # of Claims: | 0
o \L Tatal Hectares: | B ETE AT
o )" -7 2 from January 1- 31, 2018
#of Leases: & e
//"r Yatal Hectares: | 6,029.40
—
Active Mingrals Claims as December 31, 2018
# of Claims: | 1307 i
Tatal Hectares: | 865, 333,33 .'r- =
f \
Active Mineral Leases as of December 31, 2008 I'\
#of Leases: 1286 Y
Tatal Hectares: | HE1,518.00 |
"
it Active Fros [Permits as of Decembeer 31, 2008
| #of Permits: bi]
i/_ Tatal Hectares: | 243856414
/') ~J Active Coal Exploration Licences as of December 31
e

# of Licenpes: a

Tatal Hectares: 0.00

A
A Pending Coal Exploration Licences -
e | # of Lieenees: 5
" IL’ .: b‘l\;— Tatal Hectares: : 316 -
| \ \ -
| ‘ | I | 1
| Aren of W under Winerai Tenure by Calendar Year
Bt H
5= [ ——
: f—
i 1 -
. i i i I BEiwua
Year
|5:J
v b u
!@%’T N NUNAVUT
| L
2 B W F -
oF ; R
v &
L !
] A
1
L
A wr2e L
- )
= - 8
%4 }??;
Grear 5} fj -
Lai] {
] - P
Y S /
—— ¥ q -
e B

A @ $—

PLEAST MOTE: T it e o A

This mag In fer Blurirashs prpsses sely
Tha Bzranl beansariss of Saturss ssplkad
Py nat Ba aunctly 58 shewn

v
Merthweast Tarrkories

Grey areas in the image are closed to exploration and development. Inset chart shows declining and languishing mineral

tenure. Map courtesy, NWT Mining Recorder's Office
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